





January ___, 2010

Dear _____________________:


(Governor/Legislator)

Illinois Public Health Nurse Administrators (IPHNA) is an organization of all the Directors of Nursing in local public health departments across Illinois.  As the nursing leaders in public health departments, we are responsible for the programs that serve our populations.  Over 12 million Illinois residents rely on these programs.  We work every day to improve the health of our communities by:

· Reducing the number of foodborne and waterborne diseases

· Monitoring communicable diseases such as STDs, HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, all the state mandated reportable diseases from Anthrax to Yersiniosis, and investigating all cases reported.

· Breaking the chain of transmission and stopping the spread of all reportable diseases.

· Providing specialty clinics such as STD clinics and TB clinics to screen for disease.

· Providing immunization clinics --- one of public health’s greatest accomplishments!
· Providing mass vaccination clinics for new and emerging diseases, like H1N1.

· Providing community based screenings for breast and cervical cancer, prostate cancer, and HIV/AIDS.

Our state is simultaneously experiencing the resurgence of a worldwide influenza pandemic, ongoing threats of bioterrorism, emerging infectious diseases, escalating food safety concerns, and increasing health care needs of families suffering economic hardships.  This is the worst possible time to delay or cut funding to local health departments who are on the front lines of protecting the health of the public.

The local health protection grant is the only state funded program which focuses on public health protection.  Delay in payment creates significant damage to the local public health system servicing all Illinoisans and reduces services to the most disadvantaged in our population.  A solid public health infrastructure depends on sustained, consistent federal, state and local funding.

As nurses, we see the impact of decreased funding every day.  We have hundreds of women on waiting lists for breast and cervical cancer screenings, men in need of prostate screenings because we have had to stop screenings due to lack of funds, we have increasing numbers of STDs because we are unable to follow-up with cases and partners, we have more women and children in need of WIC services due to economic hardships, and we have children who are not being vaccinated for recommended childhood diseases because immunization clinic hours have been cut back due to workforce reductions.  This backward trend in public health is not acceptable patient care.  

The Illinois Public Health Nurse Administrators strongly recommend you make every possible effort to encourage Governor Quinn and his budget staff to restore and/or maintain the local health protection grant funding to prevent further damage to the Illinois Public Health system and to ensure quality health care to the citizens of our communities.  
For more information about our organization, please visit our website at www.iphna.org or contact any of us directly using the membership list tab on our website and scrolling to the bottom of the list for complete contact information.







Sincerely,







___________________________







Member IPHNA
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